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LaBonte Studio 2025-2026
7403 Falls Road West ~ Boynton Beach, FL 33437

www.LaBonteStudio.com | Renee@LlaBontestudio.com

Welcome to the 2025-2026 LaBonte Piano Studio. I’'m excited to develop piano and theory skills as well as offer
performance opportunities to students of all ages. Thank you for choosing me as your piano teacher!

In order to ensure that your child gets the most effective and creative teaching possible, | have listed below the
details of the policies and fees for the new school year. All parents should review with their students the
following information that covers lesson expectations and performance opportunities.

As in previous years, lessons will continue to be given in your home or similar location of choice.

The Studio’s Instructional Season begins on September 1, 2025 and concludes June 30, 2026

There will be no lessons during the following holiday weeks:

Thanksgiving Week (Nov. 24- Nov.30) E i! Christmas Break (Dec. 20-Jan. 2) é‘

POLICIES

Lesson Times:

Weekly private lessons are offered in your home in 45 or 60-minute sessions, depending on the student’s age and
level. | try to work with each of my students to give them their most convenient lesson time. Please be as flexible
as possible when informing me of your available times on the ENROLLMENT FORM.

Attendance: Regular and prompt attendance is required to make appropriate progress. If you are unable to have
your lesson please call or text me at least 24 hrs. in advance at: 954-494-1411, and | will be happy to re-schedule if
possible.

Missed Lessons: | cannot make up a lesson when a student does not show up or call. If | receive 24-hour notice |
will try to reschedule the lesson for another time in the same week. | can also be available to teach via Zoom
during your lesson time if necessary. There are no refunds or discounts for absences.

Parents and attendance: Parents should please be available during lessons either in person or via cell phone.

In the event of an emergency, if a parent cannot be reached, you must approve that | will be permitted to exercise
my discretion in providing care and treatment for the your child. Parents agree to hold me harmless for any such
care and treatment decisions.


http://www.labontestudio.com/
mailto:Renee@LaBontestudio.com

Family lliness: Because | come to your home for lessons, if you or someone in your home has a cold or illness,
PLEASE reschedule your lesson. With advance notice, we could possibly do a lesson on Zoom.

There may be times where | have a family illness or emergency and must reschedule a lesson. In this case | will
give advance notice to my students and their families and quickly work to reschedule the lesson. There will be no
charge for a lesson that | miss.

Materials & Preparation:

Materials: Students are recommended to use a tote bag or something similar to keep their books and music in
order for lessons. | will obtain all needed music books and materials, or copy necessary music and will bill any
necessary costs in addition to the lessons, when the materials are received.

A metronome is necessary for all piano students and is easily obtained as a free app download.

Preparation: Students are expected to be prepared for lessons in a timely manner, with all required materials and
music. To discuss a student’s progress, | encourage parents to text, email or call me. Parents are also welcome to
talk with the me during the first five minutes of a lesson if it is more convenient.

Please do not bring any food or chewing gum into your lesson. Please keep fingernails short.

Practice Time and Other Requirements:

Piano students are expected to practice daily on a well-maintained piano. Acoustic pianos should be tuned twice a
year. Please treat practicing like other homework and have a regular daily practice time.

In order to retain the most information from each lesson, be sure to practice the day of the lesson (immediately

dfter the lesson) and the next day. This will make your practice for the rest of the week more effective.

A young beginner may progress with 10 minutes of practice per day. | recommend 20 to 30-minute practice
sessions for elementary students, 30-40 minutes for intermediate level, and 45-60 minutes for advanced students.
Practice at least 5 days per week, with a specific, measurable goal in mind each day, rather than filling the time by
just playing pieces already learned.

The role of Parents in practicing: Parental encouragement helps ensure successful musical progress. It helps for
parents of young students to attend lessons in order to assist their weekly practice. This is also recommended for
students who have not yet learned the discipline of daily practice. For students who are able to practice
independently, parents are encouraged to attend every few weeks to keep in touch with their child’s progress.

Recitals and Opportunities: Students will have opportunities to perform at recitals and other venues, and to
participate in adjudications throughout the year.

Studio Recitals (Usually held in May or beginning of June): Performing in a formal recital setting is an exciting

opportunity for students to showcase their hard work and improvement over the year in the presence of family
and friends. Recital costs are included with the registration fee.



Evaluations: Students have opportunities to participate in theory examinations and/or performance

evaluations. Participation in Florida State Music Teachers Association Student Day is strongly encouraged as this is
an excellent program of leveled exams to ensure a thorough music education. Other optional evaluations are
Federation Festival and Piano Guild Auditions. All of these require additional entry fees. Please see the
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES attachments.

Summer Lessons: | strongly encourage having at least a few lessons through the summer. If students do not take
any lessons, practice or play the piano during the summer, when regular lessons resume in the fall it usually takes
a minimum of a month to get reading and technical skills back to where they were at the beginning of the summer.

Photo and Video Authorization: Occasionally | would like to include photos of studio activities on my website or
Facebook. Student photos will be posted only with written student/parental permission.

Termination of lessons : If for any reason a student must stop lessons, one month’s notice is required, and | will
pro-rate the tuition for your final month to reflect the number of lessons that you have received based on the last
lesson date, so that you may pay this balance.

Occasionally students may find that piano is not the best activity for them and perhaps a different instrument or
activity may better suit their development. | am happy to talk about how to best to nourish a struggling student.

FEES

Tuition and Payment:

Lesson fees for school-aged students consist of ten (10) payments. The first payment will assure the student a
place on my teaching schedule and is due August 1, 2025.

The remaining 9 payments are due by the first week of each month, September 2025 through May 2026. Tuition
also includes my pro-rated travel time.

Payments may be made through Zelle or by check. Please make Zelle payments to my phone number — 954-494-
1411. Checks are made payable to LaBonte Management and Performance.

There will be 41 weekly lessons offered during the season.

Tuition for 60-minute private lessons is $4,100, divided into 10 monthly payments of $410.00. Summer 60-minute
private lessons are available at $95 per lesson, from July 1 through August 31.

Tuition for 45-minute private lessons is $3,280, divided into 10 monthly payments of $328.00. Summer 45-minute
private lessons are available at $ 85 per lesson, from July 1 through August 31.

At this tuition level, the student is guaranteed that | will be present and prepared to teach 41 weeks, with
additional opportunities for performances. Tuition covers far more than the time with your child, so you do not
need to worry that missing a lesson means wasting money. Your tuition includes the time | spend to plan for your
child’s progress, locate and copy materials, prepare recitals, and attend webinars to improve my teaching.

Late Payments: Payments are due by the first lesson of the month. If payments are made after the 10th of the
month, they will incur a $10 late fee. There are no refunds or discounts given unless | am unable to teach the
promised number of lessons. Should this be the case, adjustments or discounts will be given.



